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Introduction

My project began as a digital archive of children’s literature
from the 1850s. As | learned more about historical children’s
iterature and delved into archives, | discovered one of many
versions of Valentine and Orson. This is the story of twin
brothers who are separated at birth and become valiant
knights. It has gone through many changes over the four
centuries it was in popular circulation. This project aimed to
discover as many different editions of this text as possible,
take a selection of these texts, and create marked-up digital
editions for publication online.

Process of Creating a Digital Edition

A digital edition is an online version of an artifact that is
edited for a digital medium.

Source Texts

The process starts with a source text that is typically print or
manuscript material. For my project | used not a single text,
but a story with many different versions. Before | began
looking for artifacts, | explored a wide range of scholarship on
historical children’s literature. | found versions of Valentine
and Orson in rare book libraries, digitized university archives,
and museums in other countries. Part of this process included
collecting or creating images of every single page of the

version.

Text Selection

This step is only relevant if one is working with multiple
versions or editions of a particular text. Through researching
Valentine and Orson, | found 35 versions, had complete sets
of images for 17 ot them, and finally prepared 5 of those
texts as a representative sample. My criteria for selection
were how well each text represented three categories of text

styles | saw (picture book/ children’s book, chapbook, and
novel/ long form) and it | had access to and permission to

reproduce the images.

ONCE on a time an Emperor, a man of mi

and fame,
Married a wife, and fair was she, an ellisant her

And fair and happy were their lives, until an evil man
(He was the High Priest of the Court) an evil tal

began
Of how the lady was not true unto her husband dear
The Emperor believed the tale, and rose up in g;‘c:l

Transcription

For a digital edition, transcription is the process of
replicating the words on a page into editing software.
While there are mechanical ways to do this, | opted to
type out the documents by hand so | could FEEEEA " 0a by this means was relealed,
simultaneously surround text with descriptive tags.

Encoding

Encoding is the process of surrounding text with
eXtensible Markup Language (XML) tags, such as
paragraph (<p>), to inform the transformation tool of
the text's purpose and have it transtformed accordingly.
This process typically happens simultaneously with

encoding.

Encoding Guidelines

Below: Image of the transcription process with the artifact image on the
left and the XML editor on the right.
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Throughout the process of encoding, editors make decision about how to use the various tags to represent the text. Projects

involving texts typically follow the Text Encoding Initiative’s PS5 Guidelines. Editors also create project specitic guidelines that
outline more specific decisions they make based on their research needs or the capabilities of their platform.

Left: Image from Valentine and Orson published by Mc Loughlin Bros, Baldwin Library of
Historical Children's Literature, George A. Smathers Libraries, University of Florida.Center:

Image from The Adventures of Valentine and Orson published by R.P. & C. Williams, Rare Books

and Special Collections, McGill University. Right: Image from History Valentine and Orson

published by T Goode, Rare Books and Special Collections, McGill University.

Contextual Mark-Up and Images
After the source text is transcribed and encoded, the editor adds their own layers of information. The editor decides what sort of
outside information should be added to further the goals of the project. This could include anything from a note about a place to

tags that identify unique features of a text. Editors can also choose to include page images or figure images that are present in the
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him. The Green Knight then [aid to them, eat your fill, for to-morrow will be your laft. Orfon hearing what he
faid, was much incenfed againft him, and [uddenly riling from the table, threw the Green Knight with fuch
force againlt the wall as laid him dead for fome time; which very much pleased the whole company.

Next day many Knights went to fight the Green Knight, but he overcame and {lew them all; till at laft, Orfon
being armed in Valentine's armour, came to the Green Knight's pavilion, and defying him, they began the molt
delperate combat as ever was heard of, and the Green Knight made [o great a [troke at him, as to cut of the top
of his helmit, half his fhield, and wounded him much. But this [erved only to enrage the valiant Orfon, who
coming up to him on foot, took hold of him, and pulled him from his horle, got aftride him, and was jult going
to kill him, but was prevented by the fudden arrival of Valentine, who interceded with Orfon to [pare his life,
on condition of his turning Chriltian, and acquainting King Pepin how he was conquered.

(10 ) The Green Knight having promiled to perform all that was delired, they led him prifoner to the city of
Acquitain, and the Duke recieved them with great joy, and offered the lady Fazon to Orfon; but he would not
marry her till his brother had won the Green Knight's [ilter, lady Clerimond; not till they had talked with the
enchanted head of brafs to know his parents, and get the proper ule of his tongue; which when the lady knew
fhe was very [orry, because [he loved Orlfon, and was refolved to marry none but him, who had so nobly
conquered the Green Knight.

CHAP. IV.

Valentine and Orfon go in fearch of Lady Clerimond, who had the Brazen Head in her poffeflion.
VALENTINE and Orlon having taken leave of the Duke of Acquitain and his dauther Fazon, proceeded on
their journey in [earch of the lady Clerimond, and at laft came to a tower of burnithed brals; which upon
enquiry, they difco

(11)

vered to be kept by Clerimond, [ifter to Feragus and the defeated Green Knight, and having demanded
entrance was refufed it by the centinal who guarded the gate, which provoked Valentine to that degree, that he

run againft him with fuch fury that the centinal fell down dead immediately.
| The ladv Clerimond beheld all this disoute, and feeine them brave Knights, recieved them courteouflv,—

Idhewed them 1o

(9 ) him. The Green Knight then faid to them, est your fill, for to-morrow will be your laft. Orfon hearing
what he faid, was much incenled againft him, and [uddenly rifing from the table, threw the Green Knight with
fuch force againlt the wall as laid him dead for fome tiem; which very much pleased the whole company.
Next day many Knights went to went to fight the Green Knight, but he overcame and [lew them all; till at laft,
Orlon being armed in Vlaentine's armour, cam to the Green Knight's pavilion, and defying him, they began
the molt defprate combat as ever was heard of, and the Green Knight made [o great a [troke at him, as to cut
the top of his helmit, and half his (hield, and wounded him much. But this [erved only to enrage the valiant
Orfon, who coming up o him on foot, took hold of him, and pulled him from his horle, got altride him, and
was juft going to kill him, but was prevented by the [udden arrival of Valenine, who interceded with Orfon to
[pare his life, on the condition of his turning Chriltian, and acuainting King Pepin how he was conquered.

( 10 ) The Green Knight having promiled to perform all tat was defired, they led him priloner to the city of
Acquitain, and the Duke recieved them with great joy, and offered the lady Fazon to Orfon; but he would not
marry her till his brother had won the Green Knight's [ifter, Iday Clerimond; not till they had tolked with the
enchanted head of brafs to know his parents, and get the proper ule of his tongue; which when the lady knew
[he was very [orry, because [he loved Orlon, and was refolved to marry none but him, who had so nobly
conquered the Green Knight.

Chap. IV.

Valentine and Orfon go in [earch of Lady Clerimond, who had the Brazen Head in her poflellion.
VALENTINE and Orlon having taken leave of the Duke of Acquitain and his dauther Fazon, proceeded on
their journey in [earch of the lady Clerimond, and at laft came to a tower of burnifhed brafs; which upon
enquiry they difco-

( 11 ) vered to be kepy by Clerimond, [ilter to Feragus and the defeated Green Knight, and having demanded
entrance was reguled it by the ventinal who guarded the gate, which provoked Valentine to that degree, that
he run againft him with fush fury that the centinal fell down dead immeadiately.

The lady Clerimond beheld all this dicpute, and [eeing them brave Knights, recieved them courteoully.—
Valentine having perlented tokensfrom the Green Knight told her, he came there fro the love of her, and to
difcourle with the Allknowing Head, concerning their parents. After dinner, the lady took them by the hand,
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Right: Title page of The Renowned History of Valentine and Orson
published by Peter Edes (1714) Yale Left: lllustration from Marquis of
Carabas’ Picture Book published by Walter Crane, Rare Books and Special
Collections, McGill University.

Above: A comparison of an original and a corrected XML
file for one of the versions of Valentine and Orson. Blue

highlights show where changes occurred.

source text.

Corrections

Once a text is full transcribed and encoded, the editor
checks it for errors. One way of doing this is to read the
original text aloud character-by-character while the
document is checked for discrepancies with what is read.
While this is a time consuming process, it is vital to
having an accurate representation of the source text.

Presentation Online

The last step in the process involves uploading the final document to the online platform.
Depending on the platform, the editor may make some changes to the encoding so the

documents present properly online. This project is published on the TEIl Archiving, Publishing, and Accessing Service (TAPAS)
platform. TAPAS has built-in scripts that visualize XML data into a polished digital edition.
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